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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Autism Education Center showcases state program
A statewide program has chosen seven elite
Michigan school districts as "best practice
sites" for specific education programs for students with autism. Their programs will now be
enhanced through grants awarded by the
Statewide Autism Resources and Training
Program, housed at GVSU .
The districts were formally
named on September 6 during a kickoff for START,
held at the Alumni House
and Visitor Center.

benefit from their expertise and resources."
The Web site, www.gvsu .edu/autismcenter,
will serve as a resource center and interactive
tool for sharing best practices. Site visits will
be concentrated at five state school districts
that were named as "intensive
training sites." Teams of
experts, coordinated by START,
will train teachers, counselors,
and others who work with students with autism.

oO

ST~T

STatewide Autism Resources &Training Other plans announced by
START representatives include
Amy Matthews, assistant
establishing a lending library
psychology professor, said
(housed at Zumberge Library) ,
the districts were selected
and hosting conferences and workshops for
because their programs serve a wide populaeducators and parents.
tion of students with autism.
"We have sites that emphasize preschool programming, transition to adulthood, peer support in inclusion settings, among others," said
Matthews, who is also START's principal
investigator. "We are encouraging our seven
sites to share informatio n with others through
our Web site and site visits so that others may

Educational experts have identified about
5,000 Michigan students with auti sm.
The START Program at GVSU was funded by
a $1.25 million grant from the Michigan
Department of Education to serve students
with autism by supporting their schools and

Model Demonstration Sites
• Clarkston Community Schools
• Eastern Upper Peninsula Intermediate
School District
• Grosse Pointe Public School System
• Huron ISD
• Lincoln Park Public Schools
• Ottawa Area ISD
• Traverse Bay Area ISD

Intensive Training Sites
• Barry ISD
• Flint Community Schools
• Grand Rapids Public/Kent ISD
• Roscommon ISD
• Upper Peninsula ISDs

parents. Sen. Leon Sti lle (R-Spring Lake) was
instrumental in helping to secure grant fu nds .
- by Michele Johnson
johnso nm@gvsu .edu

-------------------------•••------------------------Across Campus

Harper selected for
national committee post
on alcohol, drug prevention
Nancy Harper, GVSU's ALERT Labs director,
joins a select committee picked by the U.S.
Department of Education to help strengthen
alcohol , other drug, and violence prevention
efforts on U.S. college campuses.
Harper was named a Center Associate by the
Department of Education 's Center for Alcohol
and Other Drug Prevention. She joins 30 other
trainers, consultants, evaluators, and violence
prevention experts from around the country.
Center associates assist colleges and universities and other key stakeholders with their alcohol and other drug prevention efforts.

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

Funded by the Department of
Education, with supplemental
funding from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation, the center offers training, technical
assistance, publications, and
other information to assist
those who want to take an
active part in changing the
environment in which students
make decisions about alcohol
and other drug use.
ALERT (Alcohol, Education,
Research, and Training) Labs
serves as an umbrella for education, research, and training
programs that focus on reducing occurrences of "dangerous
drinking" among GVSU students.

photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Nancy Harper, ALERT Labs director, was named a center associate by the Department of Education's Center for Alcohol
and Other Drug Prevention.
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Across Campus
UComm unveils new magazine

Provost search begins; comments on job
position description sought

The "Next Grand Valley" signifies more than construction zone areas. It
describes where the university community finds itself: looking back at
tremendous accomplishments and looking ahead to great milestones.

GVSU President Mark Murray has advised the campus community that
the university is ready to commence the search for a permanent
Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs. John Gracki was appointed
Interim Provost for the 2001-02 academic year, following the retirement
this past spring of Glenn Niemeyer.

The people who
have been part of
Grand Valley's past
and will play roles
in its future are the
focus of a new publication from the
Office of University
Communications.
The inaugural issue
of Grand Valley
Magazine will be
mailed this week to
university employees, alumni, parents,
and other friends.

The text of Murray's letter to the campus community follows. The documents referred to in the letter are available on-line at provost.gvsu.edu/

From President Murray:

Regular magazine
departments like
campus and
research news, athletics and art profiles, and alumni
news will surround
feature articles. The
fall issue highlights the vision of GVSU President Mark Murray; alumnus
Tom Rademacher, Grand Rapids Press columnist; and creation of the university's first published book.

I am pleased to announce that we are ready to take the first step in our
search for a Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs for GVSU. I
have asked Pat Oldt, as Special Assistant to the President for Campus
Equity and Planning, to chair the Search Committee. In this role, she has
submitted the draft of a proposal for a national search that includes a
position description. A copy of the proposal and the position description
are available on the Web site. Please send any suggestions to Pat via her
e-mail or in writing to her office at 10 JHZ by September 14.
My hope is that any necessary changes can be incorporated into the search
proposal by September 19, so that names of candidates for the Search
Committee can be forwarded to Pat Oldt no later than September 26. Such
a time frame will allow us to have a Search Committee named by
September 30.
I appreciate your involvement, which will contribute to the success of the
Provost search.
Sincerely,

The magazine is accompanied by a Web site, gvmagazine.gvsu.edu,
where readers will find lots of bonus information and additional photos.
Comments and suggestions may be submitted on the Web site.
Mark A. Murray

FORUM
Volume 26, Number 6
The GVSU Forum is publi shed by the Office
of University Communications every
Monday when classes are in sess ion and

···-------------------------

GVSU launches Family Owned Business Institute
Grand Rapids is a city with a rich history of familyowned businesses, many of which have been key in
the city's development.

biweekly during the summer. The submiss ion
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication
items to Mi chele Jo hnson, editor, c/o the
forum@gvsu .edu. Telephone: 616-895-2221.
Fax: 616-895-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submissio n form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action /equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online

That spirit of family cooperation and entrepreneurship is the inspiration behind the formation of the
Family Owned Business Institute (FOBI) at GVSU 's
Seidman School of Business, in partnership with the
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce. The
announcement was made September 6, in the
Regency Room of the De Vos Center.
The FOBI was created with the belief that family
businesses - large and small - are the cornerstone of
a community's prosperity and a vital ingredient in its
quality of life.

publication , on the Web at:
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

"Our national and regional history demonstrate that
it's in the best interest of communities to foster the
creation, growth, and continuation of family-owned
businesses. Those businesses are leaders in job
creation, innovation, and in providing stable employment opportunities with superior wages and benefits
for their employees," said FOBI Director Thomas
Schwarz.
FOBI will create educational curriculum, professional programs, research, and informational resources to
further the development of family-owned businesses
and their contributions to society, students, and faculty. It will support academic research on the impact

of family-owned businesses on local and national
economies; their unique influence on business ethics
and community building; and their sensitivity to
public policies and regulations.
The institute's advisory board is comprised of Jim
Gordon of Gordon Food Service; Carlos Hidalgo of
Hidalgo and De Vries, Inc. ; John Jackoboice of
Monarch Hydraulics, Inc.; Buzz Kersman of Lorin
Industries; Shelley Padnos of Louis Padnos Iron and
Metal Co. ; Wayne Muller of Mullers Family Shoe
Centers; and Leonard Slott of Vi-Chem Corporation.
Also serving on the advisory board are Seidman
School of Business Dean David Mielke and management department chairman Jaideep Motwani; Grand
Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce President John
Brown; and Jerry O'Bee of O' Bee Business Transfer
Planning.
The institute is funded in part with $301,000 that
was raised in a September 1999 tribute to Amway
Corporation founders Richard De Vos and Jay Van
Andel. For more information visit
www.fobi.gvsu.edu.
- by Brian J. Bowe
boweb@gvsu.edu
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Across Campus
Signage indicates changes
in store for Herkimer Clinic
A storefront window gives more visibility to the
Herkimer Health Clinic, but that's not the sole
change for the clinic operated by GVSU 's
Kirkhof School of Nursing.
Located on Divi sion Street in downtown Grand
Rapids, the clinic recently moved to a larger,
adjacent office suite.
While hotel residents comprise the majority of
the clinic 's patients, the Herkimer Clinic is open
to the public and a convenient location for GVSU
employees who work at the Pew Grand Rapids
Campus. Visits at the clinic - which is open 20
hours a week - numbered 1,300 last year.
In April, KSON will open a five-examination
room clinic at the Ferguson Renaissance Zone,
on Sheldon Street.

photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Stanc/ing in front of the Herkimer Health Clinic are, from left, Kirkhof School of
Nurstng faculty members Andrea Bostrom and Pat Schafer, and nurse practitioner
Mary Koenen.

···---------------------Springer views United Way as volunteer,
contributor, and former service recipient

Jan Shroyer, associate professor of mathematics and stati stics, has been selected by the
Michigan Department of Education to serve as
a member of the Mathematics (Elementary)
Content Advisory Committee to review test
materials for the Michigaq Test for Teacher
Certification program.

GVSU's United Way campaign
begins September 24
According to Bobby J. Springer, associate director of the Multicultural Center at GVSU, the
United Way campaign is all about "opportunity."
Of course, the campaign is an opportunity for
people to support more than 150 programs
that serve the people of our community. But
go to the downtown Grand Rapids branch of
the YMCA on Saturday mornings, where
Springer volunteers his time to coach basketball for inner-city youth, and you ' ll see where
the real opportunity lies. It's in the kids' eyes,
said Springer.
It was only a couple of decades ago that
Springer himself was one of those kids.
Growing up near Division Avenue on Grand
Rapids' southeast side - an area at that time
marked by traffic, drugs, bars and prostitution
- Springer and hi s friends were frequent visitors to the YMCA and the Baxter Community
Center, another inner-city agency which
receives United Way funds.
"Having the opportunity to to go places like
that gave us structure," Springer said. "It gave
us something fun to do that involved organization and discipline and teamwork."
He credits the basketball skills he developed
at both agencies with helping him build a life
that took him far beyond southeast Grand
Rapids . Springer graduated from Union High
School as a Class A All-State Basketball
Player. A basketball scholarship took him to
Gulf Coast Community College in Panama
City, Florida, and then to the University of
North Carolina, Wilmington. He received his
master's degree in educational leadership
from Western Michigan University.

Faculty and
Staff Sketches

Alverna Champion, professor of mathematics
and statistics, has been selected by the
Michigan Department of Education to serve as
a member of the Mathematics (Secondary)
Content Advisory Committee to review test
material s for the Michigan Test for Teacher
Certification program.
Yazhong Huang, assistant professor of political science, presented a paper, titled
"Bureaucratic Capacity and State-Society
Relations in China," at the annual American
Political Science Association meeting in San
Francisco, California.

Bobby Springer

Springer chose to return to Grand Rapids and
now lives only six blocks from where he
grew up. He coaches basketball at the same
YMCA he once frequented as a kid and
recently agreed to serve on a YMCA committee set up to foster achievement among
minority youth.
A few years ago, in a previous job, Springer
served as a loaned executive at Heart of West
Michigan United Way, helping businesses and
organizations run their in-house fund-raising
campaigns.
"I appreciate those individuals who made
contributions that created opportunities for
me. That's the reason I give: to help someone
I don ' t know have more opportunities in life.
I know how important it is."
- by Nancy Willey
willeyn@gvsu .edu

In the News
The R.B . Anni s Water Resources Institute's
"Making Lake Michigan Great" tour of Lake
Michigan on the research vessel W.G. Jackson
received press coverage in several of its portsof-call. Newspaper stori es appeared in The
Daily Press (Escanaba), The Iron Mountain
Daily News, Sturgeon Bay's Community
Advocate, The Door County (Wis.) Advocate
and the Eagle Herald of Marinette, Wis. Radio
reports appeared on WNMU of Marquette and
WBEZ of Chicago.

000
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• ••

ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events

Thurs., Sept. 13

Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS

8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Piani st
Aviram Reichert, recipient of the 1997
bronze medal at the Van Cliburn
International Piano Competition. LAT,
PAC. Call x3484 for more information.

Through Sept. 26
Gallery Hours: New Art and Design Facu lty
Exhibition. Art Gallery, PAC. Call x2564
for more information.

Mon., Sept. 10-Tues., Sept. 11
Appointment only: St. Mary 's Mobile
Mammography Unit. Lot F. Call 752-6266
or 800-639-6266 for an appointment.

Tues., Sept. 11
8 a.m.-4 p.m. : Laser Vision Correction information avai lable. KC lobby.
3:30 p.m.: Campus Wellness Event. "How
To" Leisure Recreation Clinic. Golf
Clinic/Scramble. Meadows Golf Course.
To register call x3659.

Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game
times subject to change.

Mon., Sept. 10-Tues., Sept. 11
All day: Men 's Golf at University of Detroit
Invitational. Jackson.

Fri., Sept. 14
7 p.m .: Volleyball. Michigan Technological
University at GVSU.
7 p.m.: Women 's Soccer at University of
Charleston. Charleston, WV.

Sat., Sept. 15
All day: Women 's Golf at Oakland
University. Rochester.
All day: Men 's Golf at Oaklani:l University
Invitational. Rochester.

I I a. m.-2 p.m.: Campus Wellness Event.

Student Wellness Day. STU lawn . Call
x3659 for more information.

Wed., Sept. 12-Thurs., Sept. 13
8 a.m.-5 p.m.: Van Andel Global Trade
Center presents "Ex port Procedures and
Import Compli ance," featuring Mike
Easton of Star International. EC. For more
information call x68 I 1.

TIAA-CREF Individual
Counseling Appointments

Sports

Wed., Sept. 12
11 a.m.-2 p.m.: Laser Vision Correction
information available. De Vos Center. Pew
Campus.

Benefits
Bulletin

IO a.m.: Women 's Tennis at Ferris State
University. Big Rapids .
12 noon: Cross Country at WisconsinParkside.
4 p.m.: Volleyball. Northern Michigan
University at GVSU.
7 p.m.: Football at Northwood University.
Midland.

Tuesday, September 18, 8:30 a.m.5 p.m.; LMH rooms 116 and 145
Wednesday, September 19, 8-11 a.m.;
LMH rooms 116 and 145
Wednesday, September 19, 1-5 p.m.;
DeVos Center rooms 112B and 121B
For individual appointments, call Diane
Fredrick at 800-842-2044, or view the Web
site at www.tiaa-cref.org/moc

Michigan Education
Savings Program
Information packets available
The Michigan Education Savings Program
provides fami lies with a smart, flexible
way to save for their ch ildren's future.
Learn more through information packets,
available at the Human Resources Office,
140 LMH. E-mail studentb @gvsu.edu to
request one.

Sun., Sept. 16
All day: Women 's Golf at Oakland
University. Rochester.
All day: Men's Golf at Oakland University
Invitational. Rochester.
l p.m .: Volleyball. Lake Superior State
Un iversity at GVSU.
I p.m. : Women 's Soccer at Davis and Elkins
College. Elkins, WV.

FTLC Upcoming Events
Sponsored by the Pew Faculty Teaching and
Learning Center, GVSU President Mark
Murray wil l hold two informal conversations
with facu lty members. Meetings are scheduled at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, September 11 , in
308 Padnos and at 11 a.m. on Monday,
September 17, in the Regency Room of the
DeVos Center.
For information, call x3498 or e-mail Cindy
Dorman at dormanc@gvsu.edu.

photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Pew ~TLC Director Catherine Frerichs, back r?w, right, stands with members of the Faculty
Assoctates P;og_r~':1- Me_mbers are matched with new faculty to foster a sense of community
bey~nd ones d1v1S1on . Pictured are, back row from left, Elaine Schott, Paul Fishback, Joe Jacquot,
Frenc~s; ~rant row from left, Suzeanne Benet, Teresa Castelao-Lawless, Ed Wong-Ligda . Not pictured 1s Linda Rynbrandt.

